THE AMERICAN NOVEL

had already undergone. The two men had much in common,
though Lewis had a better disciplined mind than Mark Twain,
and more outspoken courage. Both of them chose large sub-
jects and treated them with high-spirited exuberance. They
were fundamentally sensitive and serious, though comedy was
for both a natural language. Neither of them excelled in repre-
senting women, and neither created memorable lovers, unless
the quarreling Dodsworths can be called that. Lewis worked
closer to his times than Mark Twain, and produced no such
humorous cycle of remembered boyhood as Tom Sawyer and
Huckleberry Finn. Nor did he venture into the past as Mark
Twain did in Joan of Arc and the Connecticut Yankee, Lewis's
chief work carried on the kind of examination of the present
which Mark Twain began in his Gilded Age but did not con-
tinue. As this made Lewis the more controversial of the two,
and perhaps the more temporary, it also involved him more
deeply in living issues. The living issues of one age have a
way of living on into another. There can be no question that
his books are landmarks in the history of American opinions
through two crucial decades. Yet when these opinions come to
seem no longer so pressing, the characters who held them will
still seem alive because they held them so passionately. The
imagined city of Zenith will still have its firm place on the
map of the American imagination, Babbitt in Zenith will run
through his little year of discontent and turn back to a sorry
grace. Arrowsmith, studying medicine at the university a few
miles away, will find Lcora in a Zenith hospital Elmer Gantry
will carry on his loud crusades in Zenith, Dodsworth, when his
peace has been broken and healed in Europe, will think of
Zenith as his home. Side by side with actual Middle Western
cities, Zenith has appeared to be pure nature. But Zenith is
art. When the actual cities have faded or changed, Zenith,
with all its crude colors and satiric drawing, will stand up like
a monument. A comic energy like Lewis's has a lasting as well
as a compelling power*
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